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To say something, anything, of merit in ten or fifteen minutes about a national culture, much less a major series dedicated to elucidating a national history, is really quite an implausible task. Yet, this is the charge of my remarks for a special evening honoring fifteen volumes and more than that in terms of years that my colleagues, Anton Pelinka and Guenter Bischof, have been editing and supervising the Transaction Series on Contemporary Austrian Studies. To put matters mildly, this a daunting undertaking.
The word “contemporary” is a huge help in this activity. For to even attempt to appreciate a nation with a thousand year plus history would reduce my remarks to what one can easily identify in an on line search engine such as the Wikipedia. And this audience deserves a good deal more than this from anyone daring to stand before them and talk on a subject that he – in this case myself – is less qualified to address than those who are doing the arduous task of listening.

Curiously, it is easier to discuss nations than individuals. Idiosyncrasies and irrationalities of persons are somehow sharply reduced, if not entirely eliminated, in examining collectivities. It is this curious fact that makes possible the empirical study of national traditions and cultures to begin with. One develops a profile, so to speak, of a nation as if it were a unitary and singular fact on the ground. So what then is the profile that emerges from fifteen truly outstanding volumes in this and related series?
To start with, the special relationship of Austria to Germany is itself a frequent topic of discourse. To speak in German of Oesterreich, or Outer Germany, has a quite different ring than the English words Germany and Austria. In a major philatelic series issued to commemorate those nations overrun by the Nazi Regime from 1938-1945, one finds Austria among those recognized as victims. And yet, it must also be said, sadly, that of all the assaulted nations none other embraced the arrival of the Wehrmacht’s Third Reich with such displays of public enthusiasm. 
In this sense, Austria exemplifies the living contradiction faced by smaller nations that seek to carve out a space in geography as well as a unique tradition in culture. Such nations must respect the power of military and political might, while retaining and even expanding its own sense of cultural identity. This thin thread is for me at least is the magic of Austria – part cynical, part whimsical – but always itself, to the chagrin of those who would swallow it in a single bite if and when given a chance to do so.

This Series illustrates such contradictory tendencies in brilliant intellectual snap shots. There are studies of Austrian leadership – from Dolfuss and Shuschnigg to Vanitsky and Kreisky. There are time line studies of Austria in the 1950s and also in the start of a new millennium. There are studies of a sociological sort, Women in Austria, Religion in Austria. But the most intriguing is how much of this series is dedicated to linking Austria to the words “with” and “and”. Austria and the European Union , The Marshall Plan, The New Europe, The Americanization of Austria, and Austrian Foreign policy as such. These are big subjects for a small nation. And yet, this nation must be taken seriously as a legitimate and critical player on the world stage.
Having said that, the real secret – again speaking personally and perhaps with presumption and prejudice, is the contribution of contemporary Austria to the 20th century – to culture. Here indeed is a word filled with hubris and exaggeration. Nonetheless, culture better explains the role of Austria on the world stage than a ton of politicians whose names become increasingly obscure, or rather decreasingly significant, as time marches on. This is after all, the land and language of Freud in psychoanalysis, Wittgenstein in analytical philosophy, Paul Lazarsfeld in empirical sociology, Drucker in business and management, Goedel in mathematics, Schroedinger in physics, and Schumpeter, von Mises and Hayek in economics. And this is scratching the surface. Dare we note that Austria is the birthplace of Mozart, Haydn, Schubert, Mahler, Bruckner, Schoenberg, among a galaxy of greats. What a list! How endless! This is the real “shock and awe” before which claims of military superiority and political legitimacy must bow – at times against force and power as such. 
And here we come to the unique contributions of what so many years of the twentieth century was a culture without a land – the Jewish people and their traditions of learning. For if the ghost in the closet of Austrian brilliance is the survival of a national culture in the absence of international power, then the secret of Austrian Jewry is how this people, embedded in the national culture of Austria, a people, a religion, a culture without a national homeland, could nonetheless make their presence felt – as Austrian and as Jewish at the same time. Little wonder that animosities and antagonisms flared in such an unusual mix of cultural greatness within a national – and at times nationalist environment. That a volume in this series should be entitled Austrian National Memory and National Identity is not only understandable but a necessary part of the vocabulary of this nation. 
I sometimes think Austria at its best is embodied in the Fourth Piano Concerto of Beethoven, in which the point of the orchestra and its magnificent size is ultimately, overwhelmed by the solo instrument and the sheer beauty of the piano. This is a rather metaphorical way to consider the relationship of Austria and the outer Reich to Germany and the inner Reich. The sad truth is that in international affairs, virtue and beauty rarely triumph over the crudities of sheer power. But this sly bit of optimism in the power of culture to withstand the culture of power must sustain democratic peoples and nations alike. 
It is an honor to be amongst so distinguished a gathering, to address that gathering on behalf of our publishing house, Transaction at Rutgers University, its special series on Austria, and pay tribute to the editorial hands of its leaders. It is a peculiar fact that Transaction has series on Armenia, Cuba, Israel, Korea, and several other smaller nations. Perhaps as a publishing house we share the fate of modest-sized entities as such, with a powerful voice that ultimately must claim that right overcomes might and culture triumphs over barbarism. That is our shared hope and our common destiny, one that I am honored to serve as a flag bearer this splendid evening.
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